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Whenever you see the symbols shown below, heed their instructions!
Always follow safe operating and maintenance practices.
This warning symbol identifies special instructions or pro-
cedures which, if not correctly followed, could result in
personal injury, or loss of life.
This caution symbol identifies special instructions or pro-
cedures which, if not strictly observed, could result in
damage to or destruction of equipment.

“Note” indicates points of particular interest for more efficient and
convenient operation.

NOTICE

THIS PRODUCT HAS BEEN MANUFAC-
TURED FOR USE IN A REASONABLE
AND PRUDENT MANNER BY A QUALI-
FIED OPERATOR AND AS A VEHICLE
ONLY. |
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EMISSION CONTROL INFORMATION

To protect the environment in which we all live, Kawasaki has i‘r.{éorporated
two emission control systems in compliance with applicable regulations of the
United States Environmental Protection Agency. oo .

1. Crankcase Emission Control System : ¢

This system eliminates the release of crankcase vapors into the atmos-
phere. Instead, the vapors are routed through an oil separator to the intake
side of the engine. While the engine is operating, the vapors are drawn into
the combustion chamber, where they are burned along with the fuel and air
supplied by the carburetors.

2. Exhaust Emission Control System "

This system reduces the amount of pollutants discharged into the atmos-
phere by the exhaust of this motorcycle. The fuel'and ignition systems of.
this motorcycle have been carefully designed and constructed to ensure an
efficient en%ine with low exhaust pollutant levels.

High Altitude Performance Adjustment Information
High altitude adjustment is not required for this motorcycle.
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MAINTENANCE AND WAR RANTY

Proper maintenance is necessary to ensure that your motorcycle will continue
to have low emission levels. This Owner’s Manual contains those maintenance
recommendations for your motorcycle. Those items identified by the Periodic
Maintenance Chart are necessary to ensure compliance with the applicable
standards.

As the owner of this motorcycle, you have the responsibility to make sure
that the recommended maintenance is carried out according to the instructions
in this Owner’s Manual at your own expense.

The Kawasaki Limited Emission Control Systems Warranty requires that you
return your motorcycle to an authorized Kawasaki dealer for remedy under
warranty. Please read the Warranty carefully, and keep it valid by complying
with the owner’s obligations it contains.

You should keep a maintenance record to your motorcycle. To assist you
in keeping this record, we have provided Space on pages 97 through 100 of this
manual where an authorized Kawasaki dealer, or someone equally competent,
can record the maintenance. You should also retain copies of"maintenance
work orders, bills, etc., as verification of this maintenance.
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FOREWORD

We wish to thank you for choosing this fine Kawasaki Motorcycle. Your new motor-
cycle is the product of Kawasaki’s advanced engineering, exhaustive testing, and
continuous striving for superior reliability, safety, and performance.

Read this Owner’s Manual before riding so you will be thoroughly familiar with the
proper operation of your motorcycle’s controls, its features, capabilities and limitations.
This manual offers many safe riding tips, but its purpose is not to provide instruction in
all the techniques and skills required to ride a motorcycle safely. Kawasaki strongly
recommends that all operators of this vehicle enroll in a motorcycle rider training
program to attain awareness of the mental and physical requirements necessary for safe
motorcycle operation.

To ensure a long, trouble-free life for your motorcycle, give it the proper care and
maintenance described in this manual. For those who would like more detailed
information on their Kawasaki motorcycle, a Service Manual is available for purchase
from any Kawasaki Dealer. The Service Manual contains detailed disassembly and main-
tenance information.

Due to improvements in design and performance during production, in some cases there may be
minor discrepancies between the actual vehicle and the illustrations and text in this manual.

KAWASAKI HEAVY INDUSTRIES, LTD.
MOTORCYCLE GROUP

© Kawasaki Heavy Industries, Ltd. 1982 Nov.1982. @. 14 ©
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PERFORMANCE

Minimum Turning Radius
Braking Distance

DIMENSIONS

Overall Length
Overall Width
Overall Height
Wheelbase
Road Clearance
Dry Weight

ENGINE

Type

Displacement

Bore x Stroke

Compression Ratio

Starting System

Cylinder Numbering Method
Firing Order

Carburetors

U I N o (o | ICAT'ONS T I I 1T

2.5m (98.4 in)
12.5 m from 50 kph {41 ft from 31 mph)

2,240 mm (88.19 in)
820 mm (32.3 in)

1,230 mm (48.43 in)
1,525 mm (60.04 in)
120 mm (4.72 in)

2,180 N (222 kg, 490 Ib)

DOHC, 4-cylinder, 4-stroke, air-cooled
998 mL (60.9 cu in)

69.4 x 66.0 mm (2.73 x 2.60 in)

9.2

Electric Starter

Left to right, 1-2-3-4

1-2-4-3

MIKUNI BS34 x 4




Ignition System Battery and coil (Transistorized ignition)

Ignition Timing 10° BTDC @1,000 r/min (rpm) —
{Mechanically advanced) 40° BTDC @3,400 r/min (rpm)
Spark Plugs NGK B8ES or ND W24ES-U
© NGK BRS8ES or ND W24ESR-U
Lubrication System Forced lubrication (wet sump)
Engine Oil SE class SAE 10W40, 10W50, 20W40, or 20W50
Engine Oil Capacity 3.7 L (3.9 USqt)
TRANSMISSION

Transmission Type 5-speed, constant mesh, return shift
Clutch Type Wet, multi disc
Driving System Chain drive
Primary Reduction Ratio 1.732 (97/56)
Final Reduction Ratio 2.733 (41/15)
Overall Drive Ratio 4.923 (Top gear)
Gear Ratio: 1st 2.642 (37/14)

2nd 1.833 (33/18)

3rd 1.428 (30/21)

4th 1.173 (27/23)

5th 1.040 (26/25)




FRAME
Castor
Trail
Tire Size: Front
Rear
Fuel Tank Capacity
ELECTRICAL EQUIPMENT
Battery
Headlight
Tail/Brake Light
Turn Signal/Running
Position Lights
Turn Signal Lights

© : Canadian model

290

115 mm (4.53 in)
100/90V19 TUBELESS
120/90V18 TUBELESS
21.4 L (5.7 US gal)

12V 18AH
12V 60/55W
12V 8/27W x 2

12V 23/8W
12V 23W

Specifications subject to change without notice.
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Vehicle Minimum Stopping Distance on Dry Pavement

These figures indicate braking performance that can be met or exceeded by the
vehicle to which they apply, without locking the wheels, under different conditions
of loading. The information presented represents results obtainable by skilled

drivers under controlled road and vehicle conditions, and the information may not
be correct under other conditions.

Description of vehicle to which this table applies: Model KZ1000-R2

A. Fully Operational Service Brake

Load: Light 2 7] 155 feet

Maximum ] 168 feet
1 1 1 1
0 50 100 150 200
Stopping distance in feet from 60 mph.

Manufacturer: Kawasaki Heavy Industries, Ltd.




R LOCAT‘ON OF PARTS rrerrrsesessssssressrssasssnssnssessee

Front Fork
Headlight @ @ 0
3. Turn Signal/Running \ \
Position Light : |
4. Fuel Tap
5. Choke Knob
6. Tool Kit
7. Rear Shock Absorber
8. Seat Lock/Helmet Hook
9. Turn Signal Light
10. Brake Disc
11. Brake Caliper
12. Qil Cooler
13. Clutch Adjusting Cover
14. Shift Pedal
15. Side Stand
16. Anti-Theft Cable Lock Plug
17. Drive Chain




18.
19.

21.
22.
23.
24,
25.

26.
27.
28.

29.

Tail/Brake Light

Helmet Hook

Fuses

Battery

Air Cleaner Element

Carburetors

Fuel Tank

Rear Brake Light
Switch

Rear Brake Pedal

Oil Level Gauge

Air Suction Valve
Cover

Horn

11



30.
31.
32.
33.
34.
35.
36.
37.
38.

39.
40.
41,
42.

43.

Clutch Lever
Dimmer Switch
Hazard Switch

Starter Lockout Switch

Speedometer

Fuel Gauge

Indicator Lights

Tachometer

Front Brake Fluid
Reservoir

Front Brake Lever

Turn Signal Switch

Horn Button

Ignition Switch/
Steering Lock

Engine Stop/Starter
Switch

Throttle Grip

@@@@@@@
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A o] LOCATION OF CAUTION LABELS L T A

il B

Air Cleaner Intake

Tire and Load Data

Daily Safety Checks

Vehicle Emission Control Information

PNom

Brake Fluid (Rear)
Engine Oil and Oil Filter
Battery Poison/Danger
Battery Vent Hose

13



10.

12.

Break-In

Brake Fluid (Front)

Air Suspension (Front Fork)
Important Drive Chain Information




T T I T LOAD'NG INFORMAT'ON I T

lncc?rrect loading, improp-

er installation or use of
accessories, or modification of your
motorcycle may result in an unsafe riding
condition. Before you ride the motor-
cycle, make sure that the motorcycle is
not overloaded (refer to page 76 for
maximum load information) and that you
have followed these instructions.

With the exception of genuine
Kawasaki Parts and Accessories, Kawasaki
has no control over the design or applica-
tion of accessories. In sorne cases, im-
proper installation or use of accessories,
or motorcycle modification, will void the
motorcycle warranty. In selecting and
using accessories, and in loading the
motorcycle, you are personally responsi-
ble for your own safety and the safety of
other persons involved.,

Note: Kawasaki Parts and Accessories
have been specially designed for use on
Kawasaki motorcycles. We strongly
recommend that all parts and accessories
you add to your motorcycle be genuine
Kawasaki components.

Because a motorcycle is sensitive to
changes in weight and aerodynamic forces,
you must take extreme care in carrying
cargo, passengers and/or in the fitting of
additional accessories.  The following
general guidelines have been prepared to
assist you in making your determinations.

1. Any passenger should be thoroughly
familiar with motorcycle operation.
The passenger can affect control of the
motorcycle by improper positioning
during cornering, sudden movements,
and by interfering with the operator.

15



It is important that the passenger sit
still while the motorcycle is in motion
and not interfere with the operation of
the motorcycle. Do not carry animals
on your motorcycle.

. You should instruct any passenger

before riding to keep his feet on the
passenger footpegs and hold on to the
operator, seat strap or grab rail. Do
not carry a passenger unless he or she
is tall enough to reach the footpegs and
footpegs are provided.

. All baggage should be carried as low as

possible to reduce the effect on the
motorcycle center of gravity. Baggage
weight should also be distributed
equally on both sides of the motor-
cycle. Avoid carrying baggage that
extends beyond the rear of the motor-
cycle.

4. Baggage should be securely attached.

Make sure that the baggage will not
move around while you are riding.
Recheck baggage security as often as
possible (not while the motorcycle is
in motion) and adjust as necessary.

. Do not carry heavy or bulky items on

a luggage rack. They are designed for
light items, and overloading can affect
handling due to changes in weight dis-
tribution and aerodynamic forces.

. Do not install accessories or carry

baggage that impairs the performance
of the motorcycle. Make sure that
you have not adversely affected any
lighting component, road clearance,
banking capability (i.e., lean angle),
control operation, wheel travel, front
fork movement, or any other aspect of
the motorcycle’s operation.

16



78

Weight attached to the handlebar or
front fork will increase the mass of the
steering assembly and can result in
an unsafe riding condition.

. Fairings, windshields, backrests, and

other large items have the capability of
adversely affecting stability and han-
dling of the motorcycle, not only
because of their weight, but also due
to the aerodynamic forces acting on
these surfaces while the motorcycle is
in operation. Poorly designed or in-
stalled items can result in an unsafe
riding condition.

This motorcycle was not intended to
be equipped with a sidecar or to be
used to tow any trailer or other vehicle
Kawasaki does not manufacture side-
cars or trailers and cannot predict the
effects of such accessories on handling

or stability, but can only warn that the
effects can be adverse and that
Kawasaki cannot assume responsibility
for the results of such unintended use
of the motorcycle. Furthermore, any
adverse effects on motorcycle com-
ponents caused by the use of such
accessories will not be remedied under
warranty.

9
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L GENERAL INFORMATION R

Meter Instruments

A.
B. Left Turn Signal

C.

IoOm

wDPPOZEr A

Speedometer

Indicator Light
Neutral Indicator
Light

. High Beam Indicator

Light

. Right Turn Signal

Indicator Light

. Tachometer
. Red Zone
. Headlight Failure

Indicator Light
Oil Pressure Warning
Light
Fuel Gauge

. Reset Button

. Trip Meter

. Odometer

. lgnition Switch

LOCK position
OFF position

. ON position

PARK position

. E (Empty) position

18



Speedometer and Tachometer

The speedometer shows the speed of
the vehicle.

The tachometer shows the engine
speed in the revolutions per minute
(r/min, rpm). On the right side of the
tachometer face is a portion called the
“red zone”. Engine r/min (rpm) in the
red zone is above maximum recom-
mended engine speed and is also above
the range for good performance.

Engine r/min (rpm) should
not be allowed to enter
the red zone; operation in the red zone
will overstress the engine and may cause
serious engine damage.

The odometer shows the total distance
that the vehicle has been ridden. The
trip meter shows the distance traveled,
since it was last reset to zero. The trip
meter can be reset to zero by pushing
the reset button.

Fuel Gauge

The fuel gauge shows the amount of
fuel in the fuel tank. When the needle
comes near the E (empty) position, turn
the fuel tap lever to RES, and refuel at
the earliest opportunity.
Note: Make certain that the fuel tap is
turned to ON (Not RES), after filling
up the fuel tank.

Indicator Lights
NEUTRAL: When the gears are in
neutral, the neutral indicator light is lit.

HIGH BEAM: When the headlight is on
high beam, the high beam indicator light
is lit.

TURN: When the turn signal switch is
turned to left or right, one of the turn
signal indicator lights flashes on and off.

19



OIL: The oil pressure warning light goes
on whenever the oil pressure is dangerous-
ly low or the ignition switch is in the ON
position with the engine not running, and
goes off when the engine oil pressure is
high enough. Refer to the Maintenance
siild Adjustment chapter for more detail-
ed engine oil information.

HEAD LAMP: If either the high or low
beam burns out, the reserve lighting
system switches over to the remaining
filament automatically, and lights the
headlight failure indicator light to show
that the headlight bulb must be replaced.

Key

This motorcycle has a combination
key, which is used for the ignition switch,
steering lock, seat lock, fuel tank cap, and
helmet hook.

Blank keys are available at your
Kawasaki Dealers. Ask your Dealer to
make any additional spare keys you may
need, using your original key as a master.

Ignition Switch/Steering Lock

This is a four-position, key-operated
switch. The key can be removed from
the switch when it is in the OFF, LOCK,
or P (PARK) position.

OFF E.nglr.le off. All electrical
circuits off.

ON Engine on. All electrical
equipment can be used.

LocK Steering locked. Engine off.

All electrical circuits off.

P Steering locked. Engine off.
(PARK) | Tail lights on. Al other

electrical circuits cut off.

20



Note:OThe head, tail, and running posi-
tion lights are on whenever the ignition
switch is in the ON position. To avoid
battery discharge, always start the engine
immediately after turning the ignition
switch to ON.

OIf you leave the PARK position on for
a long time (one hour), the battery may
become totally discharged.

To operate the ignition switch:

E> E> P(PARK)

. Turn the handlebar fully to
the left.
2. Turn.
LOCK 3. Push down and turn to LOCK
or P(PARK).

Engine Stop/Starter Switch
In addition to the ignition switch, the
engine stop/starter switch must be in the
RUN position for motorcycle to operate.
To start the engine, push the engine
stop/starter switch with the clutch lever
pulled in.

A. Engine Stop/Starter Switch

21



Refer to the Starting the
CAUTION Engine section of the
“How to Ride the Motorcycle” chapter
to start the engine.

If some emergency requires stopping

the engine, operate the engine stop/
starter switch to either of the OFF posi-
tions.
Note: Although the engine stop/starter
switch stops the engine, it does not turn
off all the electrical circuits. Ordinarily,
the ignition switch should be used to stop
the engine.

Left Handlebar Switches

Dimmer Switch

High or low beam can be selected with
the dimmer switch. When the headlight
is on high beam, the high beam indicator
light is lit.

Horn Button
When the horn button is pushed, the
horn sounds.

ATURK D B

HORN

A. Dimmer Switch
B. Turn Signal Switch

C. Horn Button
D. Hazard Switch

22



Turn Signal Switch

When the turn signal switch is turned
to L (left) or R (right), the turn signals
flash on and off.

Hazard Switch

If an emergency requires you to park
on the highway shoulder, turn on the
hazard lights to warn other drivers of
your location.

Flick the hazard switch to ON position
with the ignition switch in the ON or
PARK position. All the turn signals and
turn signal indicator light will flash on
and off.

If you leave the switch
on for a long time, the
battery may become totally discharged.
So be careful not to use the hazard lights
for more than 30 minutes.

Fuel Tank Cap

To open the fuel tank cap, insert the
ignition switch key into the cap, turn the
key to the right, and open the cap.

The fuel tank cap is locked when
pushed back into place.

A. Fuel Tank Cap B. Ignition Switch Key

23



Fuel Tank

The following octane rating gasoline
is recommended in the fuel tank. Avoid
filling the tank in the rain or where heavy
dust is blowing so that the fuel does not
get contaminated.
m OGasoline is extremely
- flammable and can be ex-
plosive under certain conditions. Turn
the ignition switch off. Do not smoke.
Make sure the area is well ventilated and
free from any source of flame or sparks;
this includes any appliance with a pilot
light.

ONever fill the tank completely to the top.

As the fuel expands in a warm tank, it
may overflow from the vents in the tank
cap. After refueling, make sure the tank
cap is closed securely.

1. Tank Cap
2. Fuel Tank
3. Top Level

Fuel Requirement:
Octane Rating

The octane rating of a gasoline is a
measure of its resistance to detonation
or “knocking”. Use a gasoline with an
octane rating equal to or higher than that
shown in the table below.

Octane Rating Method Minimum
Rating

Antiknock Index (EON_;"@M 87

Research Octane No. (RON) 91

24



The Antiknock Index is an average of
the Research Octane No. (RON) and the
Motor Octane No. (MON). The Antiknock
Index is posted on service station pumps
in the U.S.A. Research Octane No. is a
commonly used term describing a gaso-
line's octane rating.

Note: If “knocking” or “pinging” occurs,
try a different brand of gasoline or a
higher octane grade.

Fuel Tap

The fuel tap is an automatic type
which shuts off the fuel supply when
the engine is stopped in the ON or RES
position.

A. Fuel Tap
B. RES position

C. PRI position
D. ON position

The fuel tap has three positions: ON,
RES (reserve), and PRI (prime). If the
fuel runs out with the tap in the ON posi-
tion, turn the tap to PRI, leave it for a
few seconds, and then turn it to RES.

25



The last 4.2 L (1.1 US gal) of fuel can be
used by turning the fuel tap to RES.

The PRI position bypasses the auto-
matic control and is useful for priming
the engine after running out of gas, or
for completely draining the tank. 8
Note: ©Since riding distance is limited
when on RES, refuel at the earliest
opportunity.

OMake certain that the fuel tap is turned
to ON (Not RES), after filling up the fuel
tank.
OTo start a cold engine after the motor-
cycle has been stored a long time, first
turn the tap to PRI, leave it for a mo-
ment, and return it to ON.
OPractice operating the
fuel tap with the motor-
cycle stopped. To prevent an accident
you should be able to operate the fuel tap
while riding without taking your eyes off
the road.
OBe careful not to touch the hot engine
while operating the fuel tap.

Stand

The motorcycle is equipped with a
side stand.

-

A. Side Stand

Whenever the side stand is used, make
it a practice to kick the stand fully up
before sitting on the motorcycle.

Forgetting and leaving the
WARNING side stand down and riding

away could cause an accident.
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Anti-Theft Cable Lock Seat Lock

There is the opening near the left side To remove the seat, insert the ignition
cover to install the anti-theft cable lock, switch key into the seat lock, turn the
and the anti-theft cable lock is available key to the right, push the ratch forward,
as a Kawasaki Accessory Part. and pull up the rear of the seat.

Do not remove the plug To lock the seat, pull the ratch back-
when the anti-theft cable ward, and push the helmet hook into
lock is not installed. the seat lock.

; ; : A. Helmet Hook C. Ignition Switch Key
A. Plug B. Seat Lock D. Ratch

27



Helmet Hooks
The helmets can be secured to the
motorcycle using the helmet hooks.
The helmet hook can be unlocked by
inserting the ignition switch key into it,
and turning the key to the right.
Df’ not ride the motorcycle
with helmets attached to
the hooks. The helmets could cause an
accident by distracting the operator or

interfering with normal vehicle operation.

5

b -
B. Ignition Switch Key

. Helmet Hook

Air Cleaner Intake

The air cleaner intake allows air to
enter the engine. Never allow anything
to restrict the flow of air into the air
cleaner. A restricted air cleaner will
reduce performance and increase exhaust
emissions.

A. Air Cleaner Intake C. Tool Kit

B. Document Container

28




Document Container

Use a document container to keep
the owner’s manual and any papers or
documents that should be kept with the
motorcycle.

Tool Kit

The minor adjustments and replace-
ment of parts explained in this manual
can be performed with the tool kit.

Electric-Accessory Leads

The electric power of the battery can
be used through the electric-accessory
leads regardless of ignition switch posi-
tion. Observe and follow the notes listed
below.

Electric-Accessory Leads

Location | Polarity Lead Color
Under + White/Black
Seat — Yellow/Black
Inside ;

+ White/Bl
Headlight itp/Blue
Housing — Yellow/Black
Maximum Current: 10A

OWhenever you leave the
CAUTION motorcycle, stop using the

electric accessories.

29



OBe careful not to discharge the battery
totally. For example, if the current of 20
amperes are continuously taken out with
the engine stopped, even an originally-
fully-charged battery may become totally
discharged in about 20 minutes.
Take care not to pinch any
lead between the seat and
the frame or between other parts to avoid
a short circuit.

A. Electric-Accessory Leads

A. Electric-Accessory Leads

30



T BREAKING N R e A

The first 1,600 km (1,000 mi) that the motorcycle is ridden is designated as the
Break-in period. If the motorcycle is not used carefully during this period, you may
wery well end up with a “broken down” instead of a “broken in” motorcycle after a few
shousand kilometers.

The following rules should be observed during the break-in period.
®The table shows maximum recommended engine speed during the break-in period.

' Distance traveled Maximum engine speed
0 — 800 km (0 — 500 mi) 4,000 rpm (r/min)
800 — 1,600 km (500 — 1,000 mi) 6,000 rpm (r/min)

#0o not start moving or race the engine immediately after starting it, even if the engine
i already warm. Run the engine for two or three minutes at idle speed to give the oil
2 chance to work up into all the engine parts.

#0o not race the engine while the gears are in neutral.

1n addition to the above, at 800 km (500 mi) it is extremely important that the owner
wawe the initial maintenance service performed by a competent mechanic following the
gracedures in the Service Manual.

[ :




R g HOW TO RIDE THE MOTORCYCLE IIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIII‘

Starting the Engine

®Check that the steering is unlocked.

®Check that the engine stop/starter switch
is in the RUN position.

®Turn the ignition switch on.

®Vlake certain the gears are in neutral.

i d g o

A. Engine Stop/Starter Switch
. Neutral Indicator Light

. ON position

. lgnition Switch

ooOow

®|f the engine is cold, pull out the choke
knob all the way (On position).

Note: When the engine is already warm or

on hot days [higher than 35°C (95°F)],

open the throttle part way instead of

using the choke, and then start the engine.

B =o

C. HALF position
D. ON position

A. Choke Knob
B. OFF position
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®Leaving the throttle completely closed,
push the engine stop/starter switch with
the clutch lever pulled in until the engine
starts.
~ Do not operate the starter
m continuously for more
than 5 seconds or the stacter will overheat
and the battery power will drop tem-
porarily. Wait 15 seconds between each
operation of the starter to let it cool and
the battery power recover.
Note:OIf the engine is flooded, crank the
engine over with the throttle fully open
until the engine starts.
SThis motorcycle is equipped with the
starter lockout switch. This switch
prevents the electric starter from operat-
ing when the clutch is engaged.

E

A. Clutch Lever B. Starter Lockout Switch

®Return the choke to the halfway posi-
tion after the length of time shown in
the table.

Ambient temperature

10°C (50°F) — .
35°C (95°F) Immediately
o o About
Below 10°C (50°F) 30 seconds
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®Continue warming up with the choke in
this position.

®When the engine is warmed up enough
to idle without using the choke, return
the choke to the off position.

Note: If you drive the motorcycle before

the engine is warmed up, return the

choke to the off position after you have

driven the motorcycle for 15 seconds.

Do not let the engine idle

CAUTION longer than five minutes

or engine overheating and damage may

occur.
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Moving Off

®Check that the side stand is up.

®Pull in the clutch lever.

®Shift into 1st gear.

®0Open the throttle a little, and start to
let out the clutch lever very slowly.

®As the clutch starts to engage, open the

throttle a little more, giving the engine

just enough fuel to keep it from stalling.

N

- P

A. Shift Pedal

Shifting Gears

®Close the throttle while puiling in the
clutch lever.

®Shift into the next higher or lower gear.
For smooth riding, each gear position
should cover the proper rate of speed
shown in the table below.

®Open the throttle part way, while re-
leasing the clutch lever.

When shifting down to. a

lower gear, do not shift

at such a high speed that the engine rpm
(r/min) jumps excessively. Not only can
this cause engine damage, but the rear
wheel may skid and cause an accident.

Downshifting should be done below

5,000 r/min (rpm) for each gear.

Gear Position 1st 2nd 3rd 4{h 5th
Vehicle | mph 0-12 12-19 19-25 25 - 31 Over 31
Speed (kph) | (0 — 20) (20 — 30) (30 — 40) (40 -- 50) * | (Over 50)
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Braking

oClose the throttle completely, leaving
the clutch engaged (except when shift-
ing gears) so that the engine will help
slow down the motorcycle.

oShift down one gear at a time so that
you are finally in 1st gear just when you
get completely stopped.

®\When stopping, always apply both
brakes at the same time if stopping
quickly; normally the front brake
should be applied a little more than the
rear. Downshift or fully disengage the

A. Front Brake Lever

clutch as necessary to keep the engine
from stalling or to stop more quickly.
®Never lock the brakes and cause the tires
to skid. When turning a corner it is
better not to brake at all, but if this is
unavoidable, use only the rear brake.
®For emergency braking, disregard down-
shifting, and concentrate on applying
the brakes as hard as possible without
skidding.
Note: In order to protect the emission
control parts, do not turn off the ignition
switch when the motorcycle is in motion.

ar Brake Pedal
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Stopping the Engine
®Close the throttle completely.
#Shift the gears into neutral.
®Turn the ignition switch off.
® ock the steering.

Stopping the Motorcycle
in an Emergency

Your Kawasaki Motorcycle has been
designed and manufactured to provide
you optimum safety and convenience.
However, in order to fully benefit from
Kawasaki's safety engineering and crafts-
manship, it is essential that you, the
owner and operator, properly maintain
your motorcycle and become thoroughly
familiar with its operation. Improper
maintenance and insufficient riding skills

can create a dangerous situation known

as throttle failure. Two of the most

common causes of throttle failure are:

1. During removal of the air cleaner by
the owner, dirt is allowed to enter and
jam the carburetor.

2. A novice may forget which direction
the throttle rotates; then jerk the
throttle wide open thinking he has
shut it off; panic when the machine
accelerates suddenly instead of slowing
down; and “freeze”, holding the throt-
tle wide open.

In an emergency situation such as
throttle failure, your motorcycle may be
stopped by disengaging the clutch and
applying the brakes. Once this stopping
procedure is initiated, the engine stop
switch may be used to stop the engine. If
the engine stop switch is used, turn off
the ignition switch after stopping the
motorcycle.

37



Parking

®Shift the transmission into neutral and
turn the ignition switch OFF.

®Support the motorcycle on a firm, level
surface with the side stand.

Do not park on a soft or
steeply inclined surface or
the motorcycle may fall over.
®|f parking inside a garage or other

structure, be sure it is well ventilated
and the motorcycle is not close to any
source of flame or sparks; this includes
any appliance with a pilot light.
extremely

flammable and can be

explosive under certain conditions.

®| ock the steering to help prevent theft.
Note:OWhen stopping near traffic at
night, you can leave the tail light on for
greater visibility by turning the ignition
switch to P (Park).

ODo not leave the switch at P for too
long, or the battery will discharge.




Jump Starting

If your motorcycle battery is “run
down,” it should be removed and charged.
If this is not practical, a 12 volt booster
battery and jumper cables may be used to
start the engine.
m Battery acid generates hy-
-drogen gas which is flam-
mable and explosive under certain con-
ditions. It is present within a battery
at all times, even in a discharged con-
dition. Keep all flames and sparks
{cigarettes) away from the battery. Wear
eye protection when working with a
battery. In the event of battery acid
contact with skin, eyes, or clothing, wash
the affected areas immediately with water
for at least five minutes. Seek medical
attention.

Connecting Jumper Cables

®\iake sure the ignition switch is turned
4OFEF%

®Connect a jumper cable from the pos-
itive (+) terminal of the booster battery
to the positive (+) battery cable at the
starter relay terminal.

: \ T\ /Al
A. Positive (+) Starter Relay Terminal
. To Booster Battery Positive (+) Terminal
. Unpainted Metal Surface

. To Booster Battery Negative (—) Terminal

o0Ow
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®Connect another jumper cable from the
negative (—) terminal of the booster
battery to your motorcycle rear brake
pedal or other unpainted metal surfaces.
Do not use the negative (—) terminal of
the battery.
m ODo not make this last
- connection at the car-
buretor or battery. Take care that you
do not touch the positive and negative
cables together, and do not lean over the
battery when making this last connection.
Do not jump start a frozen battery. It
could explode.
ODo not reverse polarity by connecting
positive (+) to negative (—) or a battery
explosion and serious damage to the
electrical system may occur.

®Follow the standard engine starting
procedure.
~ Do not bperate the starter
m continuously for more
than 5 seconds or the starter will overheat.
Wait 15 seconds between each operation
of the starter to let it cool. |
®After the engine starts, disconnect the
jumper cables. Disconnect the positive;
(+) cable from the motorcycle first.
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Safe Riding Technique

The points given below are applicable for everyday motorcycle use and should be
carefully observed for safe and effective vehicle operation.

For safety, eye protection and a hel-
met are strongly recommended. Gloves
and suitable footwear should also be
used for added protection in case of a
mishap.

A motorcycle does not provide the
impact protection of an automobile, so
defensive riding in addition to wearing
protective apparel is extremely impor-
tant. Do not let protective apparel give
you a false sense of security.

Before changing lanes, look over your
shoulder to make sure the way is clear.
Do not rely solely on the rear view
mirror; you may misjudge a vehicle's
distance and speed, or you may not see
it at all.

When going up: steep slopes, shift to
a lower gear so that there is plenty of
power to spare rather than overloading
the engine.

When applying the brakes, use both
the front and rear brakes. Applying
only one brake for sudden braking may
cause the motorcycle to skid and lose
control.

When going down long slopes, control
vehicle speed by closing the throttle.
Use the front and rear brakes for auxil-
iary braking.
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